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2 busy two months

I am happy about the various favourable remarks we have
received regarding this bulletin.

Do let us know if you think any of your friends and
contacts would like to receive the bulletin, so that we can
add them to our mailing list. Send us an email by clicking
my address at the top of this page.

The highlight of my activity since the last bulletin was the
presentation of my Own-Initiative Report on “Delivering a
Single Market to Consumers and Citizens” (pages 2/4),
but | also made it a point to see to certain constituency
concerns (page 5).

The preparation of my Report involved countless
discussions, meetings and lobbying with other MEPs,
Commission officials, industry associations (including
SMEs), and consumer groups. The wide support it
received was reflected in the overwhelming approval
given by the Parliament. The subject-matter will remain
an active item throughout the legislature.
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What they said about the
Report (IMCO, 8 April):

Prof Mario Monti: d join in expressing my
appreciation and admiration for the Grech
Report ... it is highly valuable as an input
Ayidz2 Yeé 2dbtbnlyaid N) X
contents but also the philosophical and
political approach will be extremely

KSt LI dzf T vékhoWldall b 2 NJ
grateful, and | for one am so, to Mr Grech
for his concrete and specific proposals.&

Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D): dLouis Grech

has found the right approach to find

about the frustrations of citizens and
LINE GARSR (KS NRIKID
challenge.£

Malcolm Harbour (European
Conservatives and Reformists): d X a
Oft SIN¥ & asSa 2dz
very skillfully and comprehensively
ONRdzAKG G23SGKSNI X
putting together all the strands of the

work we have done in IMCO.€

as|

8lingle gflacket for Consumers and Citizens

On 20 May the European Parliament adopted an Own-
Initiative Report on “Delivering a Single Market to
Consumers and Citizens” drawn up by Louis Grech, with a
majority of 578 votes in favour, 28 votes against, and 16
abstentions.

The draft report had been presented to IMCO on 8 April
during a session which was also addressed by Prof Mario
Monti, who has been entrusted by Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso with preparing a report on “The
Relaunch of the Single Market”. A copy of Mr Grech’s
report can be found on the web-site
(http://www.louisgrech.eu).

Mr Grech said that the Single Market has failed to convince
European citizens that it truly represents their interests and
aspirations. The process of single market integration is not
an irreversible process.

This made it imperative to recognise that the traditional
economic sphere needed updating. A new holistic and
common approach was to be applied to the Market, one
which fully integrated citizens’, consumers' and SMEs'
concerns, by giving them a central role in the re-launch of
the single European market.

He emphasised the need for a truly green single market
that recognises that the Internet, e-commerce, research
and development, knowledge, innovation must play pivotal
roles in the Single Market’s future shaping.
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He called upon the Commission to undertake a Single Market Strategy, comprising of four
stages: a health check of the current situation, a consolidation process and tying up of loose
ends, development and improvement of the Single Market, and the longer term vision.

MEP Grech called upon the Commission to draft a Legislative Package on the Single Market by

What they said about the
Report (IMCO, 28 April):

Michel Barnier, Internal Market and
Services Commissioner: & am on the
same wavelength as Louis Grech in his
report: it is full of the pragmatic and
sensible ideas that we need, like for
example the idea of identifying the Ybp
20Cpbstacles to access to the internal
market on a day-to-day basis.&

John Dalli, Health and Consumer Policy
Commissioner: & would like to thank Mr
Grech for his excellent work ... In line with
the reports of Hedh, Grech, and Arias, this
strategy (encompassing all the benefits
that this Commission aims at delivering to
consumers within the next five years) will
show that, in the vision of the
Commission, consumers are at the centre
of the internal market and that their
welfare is the touchstone of progress.£

Antonio Tajani, Vice President, EU
Commission: éin the meantime | look with
great interest at the proposals that
originate from Parliament, and that are
contained in the Grech Report, which
invite the Commission to adopt a more
holistic and global approach with respect
to its strategy for the internal market and
above all to put citizens at the centre of
this strategy.€

Louis Grech addresses the Press Conference. Others in the picture,
from left to right, are Commissioner Michel Barnier, Evelyne Gebhardt,
Malcolm Harbour, Commissioner John Dalli, Prof Mario Monti, and an
official of the European Parliament.

2011. The package should include additional working
documents on the integration of consumer protection in all
EU policies, further development of the Services of
General (Economic) Interest, promotion of a low-
carbon/green single market, and other problematic areas
such as public services and bureaucratic rules affecting
SMEs.

Grech proposed a number of non-legislative proposals,
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such as the adoption of a Citizens' Charter and the Top Twenty Frustrations. These measures
would ensure that citizens would feel involved in the project for the relaunch of the Single
Market. He also called on the Commission and the Member States to develop a targeted
communications strategy, focusing on the day-to-day problems that citizens encounter when
moving, shopping or selling across borders, and the social, health, consumer-protection and
environmental-protection standards on which they can rely. He proposed that the Commission,
together with the Member States, develop outreach activities (‘road shows’), and attracting
as much media attention as possible.

Writing about this on his web-site, Louis says that
“Whilst the different institutions of the Union perform
a lot of useful work in the common interest, it
happens that they do not always explain properly to
citizens the objectives of the various pieces of
legislation and regulations promulgated by them and
which, at the end of the day, affect the daily lives of
millions of citizens.”

The European Single Market is considered by everybody to be one of the jewel pieces of the EU,
for there is no doubt that it has contributed in a crucial manner to economic development and to
the generation of wealth in the Union. However, in the last few years a sentiment has emerged
that the Single Market requires new impetus, particularly in the light of the economic and
financial crisis that gripped the Union recently. Louis Grech’s Report is an important
contribution to its relaunch.

What they said about the Report (Press Conference, 19 May):

Michel Barnier: @This Report is extremely intelligent X this is the line of the humanistic approach which underlies the
Report, with its emphasis on consumers and citizens X Mr Grech@Q Report is extremely useful and 1@ certainly going to use
it X &

John Dalli: éToday | applaud the work of Louis Grech ... thankful for outlining in such a clear and holistic manner the
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Offction against gflalta on_Delimara gPhase Gne

In a PQ on 25 February, 2010 | drew attention to the disproportionate
concentration in the south of Malta of sources of pollution, such as two power
stations, a waste treatment plant, and other commercial activities, which can

. pose a threat to public health. In particular, | mentioned the proposed siting of a

large-scale mass waste incinerator at Delimara, and the proposed extension of

4« the Delimara Power Station which, according to the Government’s own estimates,

In reply to another PQ in January
about the black dust problem in
the south, on 23 February
Commissioner Poto¢nik
confirmed that Malta has not
complied with the limit values for
PM;o since 2005 when those
limit values entered into force.
The Commission decided on

25 June 2009 to open an
infringement case against Malta
for breaching the PMyg limit
values. In reply, the Maltese
authorities indicated that a
notification under Article 22 of
the new Air Quality Directive,
containing an adopted air quality
plan, would be submitted by end
October 2009. Poto¢nik said that
the Commission had to date not
received the notification.

Working in

will generate more than 18,000 tonnes of solid waste and other dangerous
substances annually.

In view of this, | asked the Commission to examine whether the EU’s regulations
were being respected in the proposed extension of the Delimara power station, to
advise on the sustainability and quality of life in the south and southeast of Malta
keeping in mind the above-mentioned concentration of industrial plant, and to
ensure that the Maltese Government adopts an appropriate plan for the
monitoring and possible reduction of sources of pollution in that part of Malta.

Environment Commissioner Janez Potocnik replied on 8 March, 2010, pointing
out that the proposed Delimara extension, since it involved an increase in
thermal capacity exceeding 300 MW, would need to meet the requirements of
Directive 85/337/KE as amended, Annex 1(22) of the Environment Impact
Assessment Directive, Directive 2008/1/KE on prevention and integrated control
(IPPC), and Directive 2001/80/KE on the limitation of emissions into the air of
certain pollutants by large combustion plants (LCP Directive). An important
provision of the IPPC Directive is that installations must respect emission limits
based on the best available technique (BAT) criterion, whereas the LCP Directive
establishes limits and monitoring requisites in respect of sulphur dioxide, oxygen
oxide, and dust emissions.

Mr Potocnik drew my attention to the fact that the Commission is currently taking
steps against Malta in respect of the operation of the Delimara plant in the light of
the LCP Directive requirements, following a ruling by the European Court of
Justice on 1 October 2009 that the Maltese Government was in breach of
Directive 2001/80/EC on the limitation of emissions of certain pollutants from
large combustion plants. The Court ruled, in relation to the operation of the
Phase One steam plant of the Delimara and Marsa power stations, that Malta
had failed to apply the Directive by 31 December 2005.
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/The European citizens\

initiative will enable
people to

1 work for the EU
1 influence the EU

1 submitaproposal
to the Parliament's
Petitions
Committee

\ Find out /

solvit.malta@gov.mt

2 dlan lacking ambition

On 20 April, 2010 the Parliament discussed the annual
work plan submitted by the European Commission. The
S&D group dismissed it as not ambitious enough and for
its lack of a coherent vision for Europe, particularly on
financial services.

Our group leader, Martin Schulz, called on the Commission
to "promote progressive industrial policies to achieve
sustainable growth and to create green jobs". He was
particularly critical of the work programme on financial
services which, in our opinion, is not enough to prevent a
return to past excesses and instability. We also believe
that the social dimension is underdeveloped.

Most of the Parliamentarians were of the opinion that the
EU2020 strategy should focus on reducing unemployment,
better co-ordinating economic policies, and beefing up
economic governance with binding rules. With GDP 4%
down and unemployment at over 23 million, the EU2020
strategy must provide an effective response to the
economic and financial crisis, argued MEPs in a resolution
adopted on 21 April by 462 votes to 140, with 58
abstentions.

Parliament asked the Commission to propose new
measures, and possibly sanctions, to deal with Member
States that do not implement the EU2020 Strategy and
incentives for those that do so. MEPs also stressed that
EU funding should be conditional on results and
compatibility with the aims of the strategy.
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